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Reviewed by Peter Farrell.


Put twenty prominent Irish tennis-lovers together with one intrepid and perceptive interviewer, and what do you get? A fascinating new book called `Tennis Lives – A Journey Through The Heart of Irish Tennis`, compiled by Aoife Allen and just published by Tennis Ireland.

What we have here is a selection of twenty well known Irish tennis people, interviewed by Aoife about their perspectives on tennis – why, when and where they first got involved, the great memories they have of playing the game, and just what tennis means to them. The book is a fitting celebration of the Centenary Year of Tennis Ireland, which falls in 2008.

“I`ve always had huge fun playing doubles, with over 50 partners because no one could tolerate me”.

John O`Shea.

If you have been around Irish tennis for any length of time at all, you will more than likely know, have played against, or been coached by at least one of the people whose thoughts on the game are mined in this book.

Interviewees include Irish coaches such as Tadhg Lambe, Yvonne Doyle and Owen Casey, as well as figures who have made an impact outside of Ireland, including Sir Anthony O`Reilly, Ronnie Delany and Dave Miley. 

“We were there (at the Club) from early morning until six in the evening every day...”

Yvonne Doyle.

Published as a hardback on high quality paper and illustrated with some great photos, this publication would make an excellent addition to the bookshelves of anybody who has more than a passing interest in the game.

`Tennis Lives - A Journey Through the Heart of Irish Tennis' can be purchased by phone (01-8844010) at the special price of €25.00 up until the 12th December 2008. Normal price is €30.00. Alternatively, to purchase online, click here now.

And here is the clincher: all proceeds will be invested in the development in Ireland of the game we all love!

“One of the problems with learning to play in Cork was the changeable weather. If there was water on the court, we`d try to hit the puddles so the other guy couldn`t get the ball...” 

Sean Sorenson.

